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6 October 1970

Mr. Harry J. McLaughlin
Sunday Patriot - News

P. O. Box 481

York, Pennsylvania 17405

Dear Mr. Mclaughlin:

Your story on the death of Relno Hayhanen was very
interesting. Unfortunately, my interest in and connection
with Hayhanen ceased after the trial, and I had no knowledge
of his whereabouts or activities. When the rumor cited by
Miss Bernikow concerning his death in a crash on a turnpike
came up, I asked someone about it as it sounded odd and was

told that it was untrue as he had died of cirrhosis of the liver.

As you know, Miss Bernikow quotes me on this also. There-
fore, I cannot be of any assistance to you as to the accuracy
or inaccuracy of your story.

Sincerely,

s/

Lawrence R. Houston
General Counsel

cc: Asst to the DCE
OGC chrono
v'subject PUBLICATIONS
OGC:LRH:jeb
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The Patrint
Che Evening News
Sunday Hairiot-News  yapay 1. MLAUGHLIN
MaRRO8URS. PA. Sunday Patriot - News

p. O. Box 481
York, Pa. 17403

September 20, 1970

Mr. Lawrence Houston
General Counsel

Central Intelligence Agency
Washington,D.C,

Dear Sir:

Enclosed is an article which may be of some interest
to you,

I would appreciate confirmation of all, or any parts,
of my story.

Also, if there are inaccuracies, please point them out
to me,

Also, if you can add anything to it, I would appreciate
that too.

Thanks much,

Sincerely,
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| ports on Abel’s Betrayer in frror  ——
Sunday Patriot-Nems, Kanisburg, Pa, Sept. 20,1970 ;

[iKussian Spy Buried in York County

- By HARRY McLAUGHLIN - records showed that Hayhannen at the spy frial that he was a Donovan defended Abel,gbqt,ﬁbnheas_t city of cirrhosis of the
Of Gur York Bureau - adopted an alias, of which the bigamist. " ..%. .. . Hayhannen's: public- confession liver.” York Hospital records
YORK — A new, book, *“Abel”, initials were “J.E.L.,” ‘after tes- ~ The York jawyers, who settled that he and Abel were -both show that “J.E.L.” died of a liv-
says the betrayer and colleague tifying against Abel, . “IEL’s" estate, asked that working as spies for the Soviet er ailment,
of Russian spy Col. Rudolf Iva- The book, “Abel”, said Hay- their names be -withheld from Union was believed by the jury. In November, 1961, an NBC-
_novich Abel died in the late sum- hannen and his wife disappeared publication, but they acknowl- After Abel’s conviction, he was te levision documentary on
#=ay. of 1961 in Keene, N.H.. after the 1957 trial and moved to edged estate details were -ar- sentenced #o life imprisonment “Abel” presented a delayed. in-
gt that’s incorrect. He -died Keene, N.H., where it was origi- ranged with a “lawyer from bugiater was.exchanged for U-2 terview with Hayhannen, who
in York. . nally believed that he died. Ac-Keene, N.H.” : - 'Pilot Francis Gary Powers in a appeared on the screen with a
Reino Hayhannen, Abel’s spy.tuaily, he had secretly moved 0 Hayhannen’s death in - this Soviet UnioniUnited States pris- mask over his face. The tele-
partner, died in York Hospital York. area has been kept secret for al- oner exchange. - © 2 vision spokesmen, Chet Huntley
on Aug. 24, 196l,.it can be Hayhannen used the name of most nine years, and at leasi As.for the Donovan report of and David Brinkley, thén report-
strongly substantiated, and lat-Eugene Maki when the, Soviet two persons involved with funer- Hayhannen’s death, he was right ed that the interview was made
er, he was® buried in Green- Union ' transferred him :from al arrangements were sWora {o as far as the date was concerned in July, 1961, but that Hay-
mount Cemetery. The only Eastern Europe. to the United secrecy by the CIA.’ .*"..." but-wrong an how ‘and where he Banren had died a short time
mourners at the services were States in the middle 1950°s ta as- In another book about Abel died.. ik " later. His residence and place of
his Finnish wife and agents of sist Abel and his illegal espon- and his’ activities and eventual “In Washington, D.C., yester- death were not revealed.
_the Central Intelligence Agency age apparatus. His wife's alias trial, entitled “Strangers on -a day, Lawrence Houston, general ~ Mrs. Amnabelle Decker, a
(C1a). = °"" was Hanmah Maki. Technically Bridge”, by the late Col. James counsel for the CIA since its in- York funeral director, said she
The bizarre account came to she was one of two women to B. Donovan, it was reported that ception, said Donovan's-account was sworn to secrecy by the CIA
light for the first time on Thurs--whom he was married. His other Hayhannen died in 1961 in an au- was incorrect. . “ .. 0 avoid any discussion about
- day. . " wife, and a son, remained in ¢he fomobile accident ‘on the Penn- Through a spokesman, Hous- o
Q,\\Hospital and Court” House Soviet Unioh, and he conceded sylvania: Turnpike. ' " 'ton said, “Hayhanpen died in 2, See SPY BURIED—Page A-13/
3 — - 60 To Vork for o o 2 [ICCRy. € APPEATE 10 PN ousTy TAToughont “
- Mrs. Decker confirmed ro.|bospital and shem];aad v;)i}éotx?z ;he court on the next moming?osur_ nearly every day, He !ingered
urts that CIA agents attended a [Feal @lcoholic: too. Sh . 3|rounded by two lawyers who had|[*-2°) 28 the Soviet Union’s top).
Asief funeraf and gravesig a e also vis- . top
‘es. S e ser-

ifﬁnd Igfé igt G, in her comperns |22 9P from Washington to de- msm tgfa’ltlgi:eg as:a::;;’;nd ag
e . N an, en referred to her- . { here &
Rev. eaiggltc;p;?;gymm’ the (ol &s Hannah, the alias Mrs. Baby Girl Sure Bet ”Dﬁhniii‘s ﬁaﬁ' "
Shiloh Lutheran Clﬁﬁrﬁsm;ag ags:;ﬁ?tgsﬁsﬂgoiﬁg@g for With Grandmother |trusted Hayhannena,téige ilﬁggg
-yesterday he was convinge Hayhanne : TOCOMA, Wash. (AP) — Des.|P2rticular concern bec
Hayhannen and J_E_L_',fd“fg?; a~lilizymir; Li;a?n adopted the pite there having béen Lmy]iff; his drinking habits. He ?;fiﬁr:j
one and the same about two|used the name }ia !> and his wife |girl born to the Crockett family iayhannen and his wife 1o re-
years later. : “It waseot unﬁﬂnlﬂa'h Maki, [in 91 years, Mrs. Gene Crockett| ™ !0 the Soviet Union, but the
2 “Arrangements for the funera} |lished photo le Saw a pub-| was so sure the next child would pair disappeared from the So-
were made by a lawyer from|a mask of Hayhannen, with be a girl that she sewed 25 femi-|. <", o io0-bound airplane after
Keene, N.H., whose name ag-l vinced n?: elfeh\:f Xacle » that con-|nine baby outfits. *MElits arrival in Paris.
pears in the new book, ‘Abel’;the clergyman ?:-ig S%J'EAL"” Gina was horn May 5, proving boThe CIA, according 1o the new
and who had worked in the spy|that he then talked fo a 0| WS- Cracketi right, The ok written by Louise Benihow,
) :rdxal, the Rev. Mr. Nale report-|FBI agent about his pu?zz]?a ;‘;;l &pound, 4-ounce granddauéhter ?;ﬁ';ﬁgnﬂsmélréegt pratection
ed. C : P R MWL 'was born to Mrs. R nen and his wife, who
N . Stranger thine rs, onald Holi,|the ' &
L ayhamnen, or ‘T.E.L., takelhave happened, mtﬁz th%”&g‘:‘:t’f Ifgs, Crockett’s daughter, Ka- su-b?ei‘atl: vﬁulgel;ge ;‘,’;m?“"“s
= : . ) kit ovig!
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